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FUNDRAISING TIPS 

Congratulations on being accepted into the International Sport Business Program by Living 

Sport. Now that you are well on your way to an incredible experience, it is time to try to get 

your trip fully funded by sponsors.  

Sponsor Definition: At Living Sport, we like to use the title of “sponsor” to refer to anyone who 

has supported your fundraising efforts financially, or through helping you execute fundraising 

events. The title of “sponsor” is a word that resonates very well with people, and eludes to the 

fact that they are really helping make an impact on your life, with this experience.   

Show Gratitude: Be sure to always treat your sponsors with the utmost respect as they are 

assisting in making your dreams come true! Be sure your sponsors understand how thankful 

you are for their support. Below is a list of ideas on how to thank sponsors. 

 Send a postcard directly to them from your destination. You can also buy the postcard 

and write/send them when you return. 

 Take photos during the trip, and create a thank you letter showcasing your photos to 

your sponsors 

 Purchase small gifts for your sponsors (price depends on amount that was donated). 

This could be something as small as a pen or a keychain, a t-shirt, or a custom gift.  

 For your very special sponsors, record a video in front of a landmark in your host city, or 

while you are getting a tour of a famous soccer stadium! Thank them by name and let 

them know what a great trip you are having. If your sponsor is a business, let them 

know they can share the video on their social media site as well! 

Developing your Fundraising Campaign: 

 Living Sport Letter for Sponsor – You will be sent a letter template that you will use to 

distribute to potential sponsors. You can use this template as a guide and make it your 

own. Fill in the information needed such as name, address, the dollar amount you are 

raising, and a photo of yourself. We recommend using a photo that is business related 

or sport related. We want the potential sponsor to get an image of you in their mind 

when reading the letter!  

 

Due Date: Listing a due date on your letter is very important. A due date creates 

understanding and urgency to potential sponsors. You want to give people enough time 

to come up with funds but you do not want to give them too much time that they push 
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the letter to the side and forget about it all together. We recommend a 2-week to 3-

week period.  

 

If you haven’t received anything from a potential sponsor by the due date, this gives you 

the opportunity to politely call them to check in and see if they intend to contribute. 

Whether they agree to or not, be sure to be respectful of their decision and thank them 

for their consideration. If they agree to become a sponsor, be sure they hear your 

excitement in your voice, and reiterate what a fantastic opportunity this is.  

 

o Make a List – After you have the letter all set up, begin thinking of who you 

would like to ask to become a sponsor. We advise the letter to be sent to your 

closest family, friends, friends of parents, teachers, coaches, co-workers, 

neighbors, etc. A list of your top 25 people should be made. Consulting the 

advice of your immediately family can also be helpful during the process. Once 

you have your list all set (it could be well over 25 people) you can distribute. 

o Local Business – We recommend reaching out to local business as well. We 

encourage local businesses because unlike businesses with corporate 

headquarters that are located out of town, the local business usually have 

decision makers very accessible. Businesses that fit perfectly into the theme of 

the trip such as sport related business, and restaurants (serving the cuisine of 

the destination) may be a great option.  

o Family/Friend Businesses – Do you or your family know any business owners? If 

so, be sure to reach out to them for their support. Many businesses can use this 

as a tax write-off. 

 

 Crowd Funding Sites – Although we recommend the traditional letter for your main 

fundraising efforts, we do suggest that you create an account with a crowd funding site 

such as Go Fund Me or fundmytravel.com. We like these sites because you can easily 

share the link on social media and receive a lot of exposure! What we don’t like is that 

the host site will take 3%-5% of the funds you have raised. This is the price you pay for 

using their platform 

 

We highly suggest that your top 25 potential sponsors donate to you outside of this site 

so you won’t have the 3% taken out. The crowd-funding efforts are great for the smaller 

donations from contacts on your social media pages that want to help you out. The 

smaller amounts add up too! 
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o Post Often: With social media algorithms, not everyone will see every post you 

make. Be sure to share this on your page at least twice each week. 

o Create Excitement & Show Passion: Along with sharing the link, also share an 

intriguing line in the post. Don’t use cliché lines like “Donate today”. They simply 

don’t work. Instead, with each post reveal one of the activities you will be 

participating in or a line about how this could really help you accomplish your 

future sport business goals. 

 

 Identify potential organizations and individuals who might be able to support 

o Town Hall – local scholarships may be available 
o Chamber of Commerce – can serve as a springboard to locally-owned businesses 
o Local Newspaper – students have written articles or a series while abroad 
o Local Rotary 
o High School or Grade School – sometimes the guidance counselor can provide 

information 
o Family Employers – some companies offer aid to sons, daughters, or relatives of 

employees 
o Employer – occasionally, scholarships are available to employees 

 
Next: 

o Connect, but be prepared with talking points 
o Meet face to face:  You have a better greater chance of being considered if they 

can meet face-to-face with the appropriate representative and show them your 
sincere passion for this opportunity 

o Give details: 
 The location 
 Professional experience – Explain the event you are going to work gaining 

incredible industry experience! 
 Skills Workshop Session- Explain how you will be learning directly from 

worldwide sport business leaders and enhancing your network 
tremendously! 

 Sport Studies – You will be studying local sport related venues, comparing 
how they differ from American sports  

o Be specific: 
 Airfare 
 Program Costs 
 Passport fees 

o Consider ways to give back to the community as a thank you for their help 
 Give a comprehensive slide show of your experience 
 Share cultural insights, history, language, and/or current issues of the 

host country 
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 Fundraising Party – A great yet casual way to ask for support is to host a fundraising 

party. This could be done at your home, a restaurant, or at any other location that you 

think would work well.  

 

o Theme Party: Use your destination as the theme of the party. If you are traveling 

to Italy, host a spaghetti dinner or a pizza party for guests! Instead of a dish, ask 

people to bring a donation. At the party review the itinerary with your guests, 

and talk to them about your sport business goals. A professionally done 

presentation will surely impress potential sponsors, and may increase the size of 

the monetary support.  

o Partner with Local Restaurants:  You know that restaurant that you frequent all 

the time? Try to get creative with them! Take your theme, and reach out to local 

restaurants that serve that cuisine. The restaurant may donate food, offer you a 

discount, or agree to a revenue share event, where a percentage of their sales 

over a specific period will go to you. 

o Civic Groups and Social Clubs: Across the U.S., social clubs were started 

celebrating the international heritage of groups of people in the community. 

Clubs such as Italian-American, Irish-American, Slovak-American, etc. exist and 

can be extremely helpful to you. Research if there are specific clubs in your area 

or a neighboring city that aligns with your destination. If so, call and ask for a 

meeting with the president of the club. Discuss the opportunity that you have in 

front of you and ask if they would consider becoming a sponsor, or help you 

fundraise in any way. The members may be willing to sponsor you in return for a 

presentation about your travels once you return. They may also provide some 

tips on where to find the best local food or what points of interest should be on 

your to-do list. 

o  

 Waive all Holiday, Birthday, and Graduation Gifts for financial contributions. 

o It may be difficult to not have a present to unwrap under the Christmas tree or a 

gift waiting after you blow out your candles on your cake, but image how excited 

you will be when you are in another country working a sporting event and 

meeting people who can help you with your dream of working in the sport 

industry. Plus 5 years from now, will you remember what you received for your 

birthday? Choose experience over “things”! 

 

 Other ideas – Each individual program participant will be involved in different 

organizations and groups. Think about everything you are involved in and activities that 
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you have volunteered for in the past. That organization or the people that you met 

through it may be a tremendous help to you. Other community groups include: 

o Church groups – May sponsor you or let you hold a fundraiser 

o Youth groups 

o Young Professionals Group 

o Business Club 

o Fraternity/Sorority 

o Community service groups (Jaycees Club, Lions Clubs, Rotary Clubs) –  

 Many of these groups have grants that they award, and invite guest 

speakers to meetings. Reach out to the president of the club to inquire 

about how you can best partner together. 

 

 Do Research – We hope we have given you a comprehensive list of fundraising ideas for 

your personal fundraising campaign. If you need additional ideas, spend some time on 

the internet where you can find thousands of fundraising ideas include this article that 

lists 40 fundraising ideas for Study abroad: https://www.gooverseas.com/blog/40-

fundraising-ideas-study-abroad 

 

Great accomplishments take effort and it’s totally worth it! 

I have never met anyone who regretted a study abroad experience, regardless of how much it 

cost. Although the price tag may be considerable (depending on where you go), don’t let that 

prevent you from enjoying this once-in-a-lifetime experience. Being a world traveler does cost 

money, but with a little bit of effort and planning, you should be able to find the funding you 

need to make it happen. And one thing’s for certain — the memories you’ll create will be 

priceless.  


