
 
 

 
 

GLASGOW 2019: FREE DAY TO EXPLORE! 

Google Maps is your friend! Use it to navigate your free day. 
 
KELVINGROVE ART GALLERY AND MUSEUM  
The museum opened in 1901 and is one of Glasgow’s most popular tourist attractions with an 
incredible variety of things to see including natural history exhibits with dinosaurs and other 
animals, one of the finest armour collections in the world, objects from ancient Egypt and other 
cultures, plus Scottish historical and archaeological treasures. After you spend time at the 
Kelvingrove Museum, you can head over to the lush Kelvingrove Park and walk along the river 
Kelvin, have a picnic or stop by the park’s open-air theatre to see if anything is going on. 

• Cost: Free 

• Travel Time: 9-minute walk | 4-minute drive  

• Walking Directions: Head north on Kelvinhaugh Gate toward Kelvinhaugh St. Turn left on 
Kelvinhaugh St. Turn right on Yorkhill St and walk 0.2 miles. Turn right on Old Dumbarton 
Rd and a slight left onto Regent Moray St and you’ll arrive. 

 
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM OF TRANSPORT & TRAVEL 
This waterside museum carries an extensive collection of vehicles (over 3,000!) including 
ambulances, buses, police cars, horse-drawn taxis and motor cars that look like they drove to 
Glasgow from the set of a 1930s action movie. In 2013 Riverside Museum won the European 
Museum of the Year award. 

• Cost: Free 

• Travel Time: 18-minute walk | 5-10 minute drive 

• Directions: Head north on Kelvinhaugh Gate toward Kelvinhaugh St. Turn left on 
Kelvinhaugh St. and walk 0.2 miles. Turn left on Eastvale Pl. In 39 ft make a slight right to 
stay on Eastvale for 0.2 miles. Take the pedestrian tunnel for 0.3 miles. Turn right and in 92 
ft take pedestrian tunnel for about 500 ft, then another quick right and turn left to arrive. 

 
EDINBURG – THE CAPITAL OF SCOTLAND 
Edinburgh is Scotland's compact, hilly capital. It has a medieval Old Town and elegant Georgian 
New Town with gardens and neoclassical buildings. The city is bordered by miles of lush 
countryside and the coastline of the Lothians. When in Edinburg, you can stroll down the Royal 
Mile – the medieval city’s main highway – where you’ll find many restaurants, cafes, museums, 
and shops. Stop by and check out the beautiful St. Giles Cathedral or visit the Palace of 
Holyrood House - the official residence of the British monarch in Scotland. 

• Cost: One-way ScotRail ticket - £15.70 | £25.70 to travel any time of day and return same 
day 

• Travel Time: 1-1.5 hrs via public transportation 

• Directions: Head north on Kelvinhaugh Gate toward Kelvinhaugh St. Turn left on 
Kelvinhaugh St. Turn left on Eastvale Pl. Slight right to stay on Eastvale Pl. Take the 
pedestrian tunnel. Turn right onto Beith St/B808 and turn left to get to the Partick Rail 
Station. Take the ScotRail (Edinburgh) line 2 stops (6 minutes) to Glasgow Queen Street. 
From there take ScotRail (Edinburgh) 5 stops (47 minutes) to Edinburgh Waverley. 



 
 

 
 

 
EDINBURG CASTLE 
Edinburgh Castle is one of the most exciting historic sites in Western Europe. The castle is a 
historic fortress which dominates the skyline of the city of Edinburgh, Scotland from its position 
on the Castle Rock. It has tales of its time as a military fortress, royal residence and prison of 
war. When you climb Castle Hill, you will walk in the footsteps of soldiers, kings and queens – 
and even the odd pirate or two. The castle is open from 9:30am daily, currently closing at 6pm 
(last entry 5pm). You must buy your ticket in advance online (£17.50).  
 
PLAY A ROUND OF GOLF 
With a legacy that spans six centuries, there is no finer place to play a round of golf than the 
country that gave the game to the world. Scotland has over 550 fantastic courses to play, 
including links courses, parkland courses, heathland courses and everything else in 
between. You’ll find quite a few in the Glasgow area to choose from like Windyhill Golf Club – 
just a 55-minute ride from Glasgow via ScotRail. Be sure to book a tee time in advance! 
 
BOTANIC GARDENS 
Glasgow Botanic Gardens is a botanical garden located in the West End of Glasgow, Scotland. 
It was founded in 1817 by Thomas Hopkirk, a distinguished Glasgow botanist, but was moved to 
a different location (its current location on the River Kelvin) in 1839 due to its flourishing growth  
It features several glasshouses, the most notable of which is the Kibble Palace. 
 
POLLOCK COUNTY PARK 
For a scenic adventure, hop on a train to Pollokshaws West (just ten minutes from Glasgow 
Central). Once there, you’ll find a beautifully sculptured green space. Back in 2008 it was 
named the Best Park in Europe, beating competition from parks in Italy, France, Germany, 
Poland and Sweden. 
 
GALLERY OF MODERN ART (GoMA) 
GoMA occupies a stately looking neoclassical building in Royal Exchange Square in the heart of 
the city centre. The gallery exists to showcase not just the work of the city’s greatest artistic 
talents but also to highlight what those artists share in common with others around the world in 
terms of influences and practices.  
 
TRY HAGGIS - SCOTLAND’S NATIONAL DISH 
If you haven’t already tried the main dish in Scotland, use your free day to do so. Authentic 
haggis is a savory pudding containing sheep’s pluck – the heart, liver and lungs – minced with 
onions, spices and oatmeal. This is often encased in a casing made of the animal’s stomach. 
Two recommended places, both of which are in the Merchant City (one of the most historic 
areas of the city near the cathedral) are Babbity Bowster or The City Merchant. 
 

https://www.visitscotland.com/see-do/active/golf/courses/
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