
 
 

 
 

DUBLIN 2019: FREE DAY TO EXPLORE! 
Google Maps is your friend! Use it to navigate your free day. 

 
WALK AROSS HA’PENNY BRIDGE 
A walk across the Ha’Penny Bridge is one of the top things to do in Dublin. This historic bridge 
over the River Liffey was built back in 1816 to replace the many ferries that shuttled people back 
and forth. It was named for the “half-penny” toll that was required to cross it. 

• Travel Time: Car: 15-20 minutes | Public Transportation: 35-40 minutes 

• Directions: Head northwest from Dublin City University and turn left, turn right, turn left, 
turn right, turn left for a 10-minute walk to the Whitehall (Dublin City) Ballymun Road bus 
stop. Take the 4 (Monkstown Ave) 16 stops (~23 minutes) to the O’Connell Bridge bus 
stop. The bridge is a short 4-minute walk.  

 
THE HOWTH CLIFF WALK 
If you’re a nature lover who wants to enjoy a day outside of Dublin city center, the coastal town 
of Howth is an ideal stop. Here you’ll find some of the best seafood in Dublin and coastal hikes 
with unimaginable views over the Irish sea. It’s easy to reach by bus. On a clear day you will get 
a panorama view of Dublin Bay and Howth Harbor during this 2-hour trail. Keep in mind if it’s a 
bad weather day it could be dangerous to walk and best to avoid. 

• Travel Time: Car: 30-40 minutes | Public Transportation: 1.5 hours 

• Directions: Head northwest from Dublin City University and walk 1-2 minutes to DCU, 

The Helix bus stop. Take the 104 (DCU - Clontarf Road Station) bus 22 stops (~30 
minutes) to the Killester, Howth Road (Castle Ave) stop. Take the 31 (Howth Summit) 

30 stops (~25 minutes) to Howth, Howth Abbey Street. The cliff walk is about 15 minutes 
from the stop. You’ll head southeast on Main St/R105 toward Asgard Park, turn left onto 
Asgard Park, turn right toward Balscadden Rd, turn right onto Balscadden Rd and take a 
slight right to stay on Balscadden Rd. 

 
TOUR HISTORIC DUBLIN CASTLE  
Built in the early 13th century, Dublin Castle sits on the site of a Viking settlement. Excavations 
have uncovered parts of a medieval castle with the remains of the Viking’s original defenses. 
Before the 1916 rising, it served as headquarters for the British administration in Ireland. In 
1922, following Ireland’s independence, the new Irish government opened it up for visitors. 

• Travel Time: Car: 15-20 minutes | Public Transportation: 45 minutes 

• Directions: Head northwest from Dublin City University and turn left, turn right, turn left, 
turn right, turn left for a 10-minute walk to the Whitehall (Dublin City) Ballymun Road bus 
stop. Take the 13 (Grange Castle) 20 stops (~32 minutes) to Dublin City South, 
Carnegie Centre. The castle is about a 3-minute walk. You’ll head east on Lord Edward 
St/R137 toward Exchange Street Upper, turn right onto Cork Hill, turn left, turn left, then 
a slight right to arrive. 

 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/4vJmJSc53i82
https://goo.gl/maps/4vJmJSc53i82
http://www.dublincastle.ie/


 
 

 
 

HAVE AN IRISH BREAKFAST 
A traditional Irish breakfast consists of cooked meat (bacon, sausages and black/white 
puddings), eggs, tomatoes, mushrooms, and potato all fried in butter with brown bread. It was 
used to prepare you for a full day’s work on the farm on a cold winter morning. 
 
GO ON A TRIP TO WICKLOW MOUNTAINS 
One of the best day trips out of the city is a tour of Wicklow Mountains located just south of 
Dublin. Famously known for the filming location of the popular film, P.S. I Love You, this 
unbelievably beautiful landscape looks even more magnificent in person. There are limited 
public transport options for accessing Wicklow Mountains National Park. Many private tour 
companies operate tours to the Park, and in particular to Glendalough (valley in County 
Wicklow). Check out glendaloughbus.com or graylineireland.com for more information. Gray 
Line Ireland departs daily at 9:15am for an online cost of €29.70. 
 
GRAFTON STREET 
Grafton Street is Dublin’s premier shopping district. It’s a narrow winding road that’s been at the 
heart of the city’s social life for more than a century. 

 
KILMAINHAM GAOL MUSEUM 
Kilmainham Gaol is a former prison in Kilmainham, Dublin, Ireland. It is now a museum run by 
the Office of Public Works, an agency of the Government of Ireland. Many Irish revolutionaries, 
including the leaders of the 1916 Easter Rising, were imprisoned and executed in the prison by 
the British. It’s one of the most important Irish monuments of the modern period in relation to the 
narrative of the struggle for Irish independence. 
 
TRY A TRADITIONAL FISH N’ CHIPS! 
A must-visit location for fish n’ chips is Leo Burdock. It’s so good that they even have a ‘Wall of 
Fame’ outside showcasing visits from celebrities and politicians from around the world. The 
original Burdocks has been around since 1913. 
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